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MORE PHOENICIAN INSCRIPTIONS IN NEW YORK. 
By Professor Isaac H. Hall, Ph. D., 

Metropolitan Museum, New York. 



The principal purpose in presenting the following Cesnola inscriptions here is 
to correct mistakes of various sorts, which appear in former publications. Some- 
times fragments of the same object have been separated, as if belonging to differ- 
ent objects, some have been incorrectly read, and one, at least, had not been read 
or deciphered at all. The labors of other decipherers, however, are not to be 
undervalued. When Eodiger and Schroder tried their hands at them, the prob- 
lem was more difficult than after they left them. 

Former publications of these inscriptions, to which reference is here made, 
have been made, in whole or in part, and with various degrees of correctness, by 
Ceccaldi, in the Revue Archceologique, at various times from 1869-1871 ; by Eodi- 
ger, in Monatsbericht der Koniglich-Preussischen Akadcmie der Wissenschaften zu 
Berlin, May, 1870, pp. 264-272 ; by Schroder, in the same for May, 1872, pp. 330- 
341 ; By W. Hayes Ward (a few omitted by Schroder) in Proceedings of the Ameri- 
can Oriental Society, May, 1874, p. lxxxv ; by di Cesnola, in Cyprus, Appendix, pp. 
441, 442, and plates 9-12; and by Benan, in Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum, 
Tom I., Pars Prima, p. 44 seq., and Tabulie V.-VIII. 

In citing these publications, I give only the author's name and the number by 
which he designates the object. Ceccaldi I have not cited, as his work was 
scarcely that of a decipherer. 

Two, and perhaps three, inscriptions formerly published I have omitted. One 
is Schroder's No. 9, or Bodiger's XLIX. d., which I do not remember ever to have 
seen in the collection, and which does not appear in Cesnola's Cyprus. Benan 

gives it as his own No. 24, from a squeeze by Ceccaldi. It reads ^DJOCN i 

being identical in matter with parts of other inscriptions ; as of Ward's No. 3, 
Cesnola's No. 10. The other is Bodiger's " Cit[iensis] XLIX. b, which Benan 
gives as his own No. 26, copying it from a squeeee taken by Ceccaldi, and remark- 
ing its absence from the present collection, as well as from Schroder's and Ces- 
nola's publications. Schroder (pp. 333, 334) had remarked already, in 1872, that 
he could not find it, though he had searched for it diligently, for days, among all 
Cesnola's Phoenician objects in Cyprus. Schroder shows (it will also be seen 
below) that in several instances Eodiger published two, or even three, different 
copies of the same inscription, supposing them to be of different objects. This 
one reads *mp*?D , which is to be found on other and actual inscrip- 
tions. The third is Bodiger's XLIX. n, which Eenan gives as his own No. 38, 
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from a drawing by Ceccaldi. It reads Q^p as there given. The numbers 

here used to designate the inscriptions are those which the objects now bear in 
the museum. 

The following are the inscriptions. They are all from the temple of Eshmun- 
melqarth, near Citium, and are votive inscriptions. The additions in brackets 
are only made where the missing matter seemed obvious. 

II. (Schroder, 2; Cesnola, 4; Kenan, 15.) Marble fragment. Two lines, 
obscure and fragmentary. 

• ■•■'jjflattrvfjv-.-- 

" — Hananba'al (i. e., Hannibal) gave which he vowed in behalf of [bis] 

sfon " 

III. a. (Rodiger, xlix. a.; Schroder, 7 ; Cesnola, 14; Renan, 16, a.) 

III. 6. (Rodiger xliii. and xliv. ; Schroder, 3; Cesnola, 1 ; Renan, 16, &.) 
Parts of the same inscription, though not continuous. On the rim of a 
marble bowl. 

m]p t 70J0tj>N'? vitf? ♦mw "oy fori (&•) ••• jjvafo [•••• («•> 

" — so]n of Melekyathon my Lord's servant gave to my Lord, to Eshmun- 

Melq[arth." The first part doubtless belongs to the date sometime in the reign of 
Pumiyathon son of Melekyathon, king of Citium and Idalium. In the second 
part, instead of " my Lord's servant," may be read the proper name 'Ebedadoni. 
The full legend of this inscription may be gathered from inscription No. I, the 
longest in the collection, which was published in Hebraica Vol. I., p. 25. 

IV- (Ward, 2 ; Cesnola, 11 ; Renan, 19.) On the straight rim of a marble 
dish. Letters of very fine strokes. 

. • • • "WTK1 TO "pD • • • • 
" king of Citium and Ida[lium " 

Part of the date of a votive inscription. 

V. a. (Rodiger, xliii. and xlvii. ; Schroder, 4 ; Cesnola, 3 ; Renan, 23.) 
V. b. (Cesnola, 12 (?) Renan, 17, a. and 6.) 

V. c. (Schroder, 20 ; Cesnola, 13 ; Renan, 20.) 

All are parts of the same inscription, but not continuous, except that V. b. is 
in two continuous pieces. On rim of marble dish. 

. .-nsiD 'ntfi ("•). . .[frvD'jD "pzb \ m (&•). ..wfo nra»ai- ••(«•) 

" [In the day] 19 of the month. . .[in the year] 4 (?) of king Melek[yathon king of 

Citium] and Idalium, an off[ering 

The number of the year is uncertain, but it was 4 or more. 

VI. (Rodiger xlv. ; Schroder, 5 ; Renan, 22.) On rim of heavy marble bowl. 

.... «? • aw fio ]tv •••• 

" the royal interpreter gave to " 
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VII. (Eenan, 39.) Fine letters on edge of marble bowl, much obscured, but 
perfectly legible. 

• . • • mptoD^N 1 ? ^itf? mp'jDroy- • • • 

" ['Ebed-]melqarth to his Lord, to Eshmun[-melqarth " 

VIII. (Eodiger, xlvi. ; Ward, 3; Cesnola, 10; Eenan, 23.) On rim of gyp- 
sum bowl or vase. 

•••• mpfrDJotyN 1 ? ^"IN 1 ? •••• 

" to his Lord, to Eshmunmel[qarth . . . . " 

IX. (Eodiger, xlviii. ; Schroder, 6 ; Eenan, 18.) On rim of marble bowl. 

• ••• fflo frvato "pu±> •••• 

" [of ki]ng Melekyathon, ki[ng of Citium and Idalium] " 

Part of the date of a votive inscription. 

X. (Eodiger, part only, xlix. I. ; Schroder, 15 and 21 ; Ward, 1 ; Cesnola, 21 
and 30 ; Eenan 25.) On rim of marble bowl. 

" to Eshmunmeljqarth. May he bless." 

End of a votive inscription. 

XI. (Eodiger, xlix. c.; Schroder, 8, Cesnola, 15; Eenan, 27.) On rim of 
marble bowl. 

•••• *]TD» mpfoDmwb •••• 

" to Eshmunmel[qarth. May he ble[ss]." 

XII. (Eodiger, xlix. o.; Schroder, 17 ; Cesnola, 16 ; Eenan, 34.) On rim of 
marble bowl. 

.... DfSTfi •••• 
" vowed an image " 

XIII. (Eodiger, xlix. k. ; Schroder, 14 ; Cesnola, 23 ; Eenan, 37.) On con- 
vex outer surface of marble bowl. Two lines. (The bowl may have been the 
same of which No. XII. is a fragment.) 

.... k 
.... & 

The first line, perhaps " L[ord]," or the beginning of a proper name ; the sec- 
ond, " to [his] L[ord]," or "to E[shmunmelqarth]." 

XIV. (Eodiger, xlix. i.; Schroder, 18; Cesnola, 20; Eenan, 29.) On rim of 
marble bowl. 

•••• tt^OCD •••• 
" this image (or, fictile object) " 

XV. a. (Eodiger, xlix, h. q.f.; Schroder, 11 ; Cesnola, 19; Eenan, 31.) 

XV. b. (Eodiger xlix. m.; Schroder, 18 ; Cesnola, 17 ; Eenan, 35.) Parts of 
the same inscription, but not continuous. On rim of marble bowl. 
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• • • n p n Hpfartojn (&•). . . .jjt ew • • ■(«•) 

" which [Eb'edmelqar]th son of A gave " 

XVI. (Eenan, 30.) On rim of gypsum vase or bowl. 

• ••• ma r ntroo •••• 

" an offe]ring this, which " 

XVII. (Eodiger, xlix. e. ; Schroder, 10 ; Cesnola, 6 ; Benan, 32.) On rim of 
blue marble bowl. The last letter partly broken off, and uncertain. 

nnNpB •••• 

Uncertain. 

XVIII. (Eodiger, xlix. g.; Schroder, 12 ; Cesnola, 5 ; Eenan, 33.) On rim 
of marble bowl, and apparently the end of an inscription. 

• n 17 •••• 
preceded by a letter which may be ~\, 1, 3, or p. Wholly uncertain, but probably 
of similar purport to XVII. 

XIX. (Eodiger, xlix. p.; Schroder, 18; Cesnola, 17; Eenan, 28.) On rim of 
fine marble bowl. 

• • • mpfrojotcK 1 ? 

".;•• to Esh]munmel[qarth — " 

XX. " Schroder, 19 ; Cesnola, 22 ; Benan, 36.) On a splinter from the rim of 
a fine marble bowl. 

Probably, " — son — " 



